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= Editorial

7'\ The Tour of Flanders is fast becoming M&MKMC main

A ) ! -
= away fixture of the year. | wonder if we are the best
//é_' 24 Yy y

represented regional club with the number of members
entered.

Once again | visited a ditch (turning into a habit this, see picture in Lyles
report). Apparently | shot out the car like a rat up a drainpipe (some
drainpipe to fit this rat in), but so would you if you knew the car behind
was a Merc 500 coupe. We spent the rest of the time waving people
down as they approached us until that is the Honorary Course Closing
car or Kevin Hasledon appeared.

Everyone else we waved to slow down, Kevin we waved to go faster —
we wanted to go home.

Kevin is a legend amongst course closing cars all over Europe, some
events think it would be a good idea to give him the dual role.

He also takes all the ribbing very well, so I'm told.

Flanders may not have the stages of Ypres like the killer 32km Heauvel-
land or the history, but what it does have is friendly and efficient organis-
ers and a really hospitable feel to the event. If you haven't done it | stick it
on your calendar for next year — you won't be disappointed.

The only criticism | could levy is that Roeslare does not have particularly
good hotels. So far | have stayed at the main rally hotel and been bitten
to death by some flesh eating bug and this year found Fawlty Towers or
perhaps I'm just unlucky.

Add to that the support from a drunken group of OAP’s leaping up and
down in a potato field in M&MKMC blue polo shirts you have the recipe
for a unique and memorable event.

The next edition will be the bumper Christmas Issue so get your articles
to me as soon as possible to be included in this epic publication.
GW
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Whoops

News

As in previous years Liz Jordan was providing pacenotes for the
Tour of Flanders, so who went straight on over a ditch and into a
field on the first corner on the first stage?

Visits

Aeon Sportscars in Pattenden Lane Marden
are installing a new rolling road and have
offered to provide an open day for M&MKMC
members to bring their cars along and try it
out for free. The date has been set for Janu-
ary 2007and details will be announced in the
December issue of Kent Driver.

We will be limited to 250bhp and two wheel drive, and you need to
pre book the slot by calling me on 07708 578 773 or email
gary.wood@clone-europe.com.

GW

New Members
Welcome to

Oliver Manser
Charley Green
Philip and Mavis

Denyer

Terry McKeown
John Bromley

Greg Verryden

Nick Maytum
Christopher Manser
Roy Wareham.

CLUB MEETING VENUE

With effect from Tuesday 06 November
2007 the Club will meet at Maidstone
Squash Club, Mote Park, Willow Way, Maid-
stone, ME15 7RN. Mr 76905515. Further
meetings on Tuesday 20 November and 04
December 2007 will also be held at this
venue. All members are invited to join the
Club Committee at these meetings where
they may have the opportunity to put for-
ward views on motor sport and this Clubs
activities and maybe become involved with
the organisation of an event or two.
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Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs - plea  se help!

This is not an appeal for money; it is not even an appeal for anything of direct
benefit to FBHVC.

It is an appeal by FBHVC to you to do something to help save, preserve
and display the technological and innovative treasures that belong to the nation
and that are held in the collection at the Science Museum. You can help do this
simply by making a phone call or sending a text or an e-mail at the right time.

The Science Museum has around quarter of a million exhibits showing the
history of man's ingenuity. This includes a substantial collection related to trans-
port. Presently, the museum has space to display only a small fraction of these
items with the remainder in storage in less than ideal conditions in dilapidated
WW?2 hangars on a 500 acre site at Wroughton, near Swindon.

The Science Museum plans to reconstruct two of these giant hangars and
link them with a state-of-the-art atrium to provide acres of exhibition space that
will enable it to display the whole collection. The emphasis is very much on us-
ing the ingenuity of the past to inspire the developments of the future - and that
gives the project its name -Inspired . It is all about stirring the imagination of the
young and encouraging the scientists, technologists and engineers of the future.

A £50 million lottery jackpot that is to be decided by a public vote following
a series of TV programmes that will go out in December.

The Science Museum Inspired project is one of six projects vying for this
‘winner take all' funding. See www.fbhvc.co.uk for more information

You can help secure this essential funding.

Commit to vote at the appropriate time - good intentions are no help, it
needs you to be certain to act. You can register your intention to vote NOW on
the website noted above and you will then receive a reminder nearer the time.

Above all, recognise that unless all of us with an interest in science and engi-
neering take the trouble to vote , £50 million of lottery money may go to fund a
tourist attraction leaving national treasures (which, having been received by a
national collection, cannot be sold) to moulder and decay.

Please do it!

Jim Whyman.

Secretary

Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs Ltd

Kernshill, Shute StreetStogumber, Taunton, Somerset TA4 3TU
Tel: 01984 656995  Fax: 01984 656762
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ﬂ Invitations Received

WEALD MOTOR CLUB LIMITED

The 2006 - 2007 12 Car Rally Series

A series of seven 12 Car Rallies which will comprise the following events:
Friday, 15 December 2006 (B18 Promotion)

Friday, 12 January 2007 (Croydon Promotion)

Friday, 16 February 2007 (Sevenoaks Promotion)

Friday, 16 March 2007 (B18 Promotion)

Friday, 13 April 2007 (Central Sussex Promotion)

Entries for the Croydon promoted events to

Peter Turner, 43 Harrow Road, Warlingham, Surrey CR 6 9EY.

Work and fax: 01883 623465. Mobile: 07778 857160

Email: apt.design@btinternet.com

Entries for the Sevenoaks promoted events to

Martin Chinnery, 36 Churchside, Vigo, Kent DA13 0SJ

Home: 01732 823132. Work: 020 8691 6221. Email: chi n@btinternet.com
Entries for the Borough 18 promoted events to

Roger McKenzie, 10 Mid Comp Farm Cottages, Comp Lan e, St Mary’s Platt,
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8QT. Tel: 01732 884312.

Email: rmckenzie@playleandpartners.co.uk

Entries for the Central Sussex promoted event to

Matt Fowle, 7, Frant Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 7Q S

Home: 01273 551145. Work: 01273 416331, Email:
matt@mdfowle.freeserve.co.uk

Wheels

We have added a copy of Wheels to Kent Driver

10



48th Omloop Van Vlaanderen
or
48th RALLY OF FLANDERS

The Club was represented at this years event by 6 members com-
peting and 4 who were spectating. The competing members were
the crew of Chris Browne and Ali Cornwell, and drivers Steve
Stringer, and Kevin Haselden, and co-drivers Liz Jordan, Gary
Wood, and also past members Roy Edwards and David Shields.
Your spectating support team were the usual Roy, Mike, and Lyle,
joined this year by Bruce Jenkins on his first attachment to the
MMKMC Spectator Group

Your spectating team
have the advantage of
"inside information” in
that Liz Jordan pre-
pares the "pace notes"
for the UK entries and
therefore is able to ad-
vise where the best
spectator vantage
points are.

After the trip through

the "tunnel® we made

our way to our accom-
modation at Valet Farm, which is on the Passendale battlefield and
well located for all the stages on this event which is centred around
Roeselare. After the customary tea and apple pie at the farm we
made our way to the Rally Headquarters which was located just off
the Ring Road to Roeselare where we met up with most of the
competing Club members who were just finishing scrutineering and
final preparation for the start on Saturday morning. As there were
no rally stages to watch on Friday we made our way to Ypres to
attend the last post ceremony at the Menin Gate which as usual
was extremely well supported by visitors and some rally crews. It
was then off to have supper in the company of Dessie Nutt and

11



Saturday morning was fine and warm and as Stage 3, Passendale,
came past the entrance to Valet Farm we decided to have a lei-
surely breakfast and move our transport [Roy's Discovery] off the
stage and settle down to watch the competing cars past the farm.
As we had time to wait the farmer, Dirk , who now speaks good
English, took us on a tour of his tractor barns and showed us his
new Fendt tractor which he had recently purchased in Normandy
and had driven it all the way back to his farm some 450 km in 14
hours.

During Saturday we also visited the stages at Rumbeke, and
Zilverberg , and also the Zoning stage in Roeselare which is four
laps of a street circuit which is very competitive for the quicker cars
as they complete a lap as the next cars leave the start and the
sight of up to five Escorts power sliding past our vantage point at
the roundabouts with less than a cars length between each of them
is a entertaining spectacle.

The first stage on Sunday was De Ruiter, which | approached
down a fairly rough white with no entry at the start but we now ig-
nore these signs in common with most of the locals. Our vantage
point was where the competitors did a double lap before a split so
we were able to see them all twice, well those who kept on the
road. The Club crews were now getting used to seeing us waving
them on with our visible presence being the sea of blue MMKMC
polo shirts, a sight they were to see on several occasions on the
event.

After all the historics had passed, including Kevin, we made our
way into Roeselare via the Rally HQ and on to the Zoning Stage
again and then back to Westrozebeke to have our meal of the day,
omelettes with frites.

"Our" crews had mixed fortunes with Chris and Ali spoiling the
chance of a repeat of last years win by having gearbox problems
on Saturday and Liz, of all people, was to leave the road with
Adrian Kermode, on the first bend of the first stage on Saturday,

12



and Liz had as usual prepared the "pace notes" for all the English
crews ! Steve was going well as was Kevin who was running last
number in the field. Liz and Adrian were able to rejoin the event for

Sunday and put up some good times.

“The Team”

Of the other British
crews notable per-
formances were put
up by Jimmie McRae
and Andy Richardson
in the Stobart Escort
who were best UK
team from Gareth
Lloyd and lan Oakley
also in an Escort.
Overall winner was
local hero Paul Lietar
in his extremely fast
Escort [as usual]

So that was it for an-
other year, an excel-
lent event, good
weather, good com-
pany, good food -
what more could one
expect !

PS. It would be nice to have some words for Kent Driver from

“our” competing crews

13



A Different sort of Recce

Organisers like you to use an unobtrusive recce car, however if you
co-drive for Ric Lee that is not an option. Ric is also new to rallying
so some of the “social etiquette” is missing.

The call went something like his

What we using for the recce
then?

Well the Bentley is too big, both
the Continental GT and the Ar-
nage is even bigger, the Aston
too unreliable, the Ford GT is
probably too low. | reckon the
DeTomaso would be a laugh.

Well tough call eh .. (actually |
didn’t have a clue what a De-
Tomaso looked like either),

We agreed to meet at the Vil-

lage Hotel just off the M20 and

go onto the tunnel from there. |

heard Ric somewhere about

Junction 4 of the M20 and a

few minutes later a wall of

sound just below the pain

threshold appeared. A sheepish

Ric leapt from the drivers seat

and rushed off to the loo, while

| packed my very small bag into

the even small luggage com-

partment. Well | say luggage

compartment, glove box would

be a better description, bril-

liantly mounted above the engine. “Hope you haven’t got any aero-
sols in there” commented Ric “Or they will explode, that gets

14



mighty hot !.

The DeTomaso he brought along was a Guara Spider — one of
only three soft tops built, and we had to keep the roof down be-
cause we couldn’t get in it with it up.
Now some of you may remember going to disco’s in the 70’s and
walking home afterwards with your ears ringing, still partially deaf
hours later. Well it was a bit like this when we arrived at check in
for the tunnel. We are shouting at the top of our voices to the check
in lady who is whis-
pering back to us.

Loading on the shut-
tle was ridiculous, not
only did we deafen
ourselves further, we
damaged the hearing of everyone around us, and with the non ex-
istent exhausts pumping out more lead that a Saturday night in
Tombstone.
Not being able to communicate above 20mph we decided might be
a problem so off to the rally spares shop in Ypres to buy a practice
headset kit, which we wired into the cigarette lighter with a chisel
and some tape and conversation was resumed.

With 300+bhp from the 4.0 V8 BMW lump, in an 1100kg body shell
we think we were faster on recce than on the rally. Certainly the
285x35x18 tyres were grippy but at 6ft 8in wide we did pick up a
few scratches and dings along the way. It also liked its fuel, which
was a problem as for weight distribution the fuel tank is a 90 litre
bag tank sited in the transmission tunnel. This took an age to fill at
a trickle — I'm sure it took less time to empty than fill.

| must admit the Guara is very comfortable and roomy, with virtu-
ally no buffeting even up to 250kph even with the roof down. It’s
just in purple it looks like a giant hairdressers car, particularly with
too fat old blokes riding around in it trying to look macho with head-
sets on. Best laugh I've ever had on a recce though.

GwW
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FLYING PROMS 2007.

For the second year this club was able to assist Jamie Freeman
with the car parking for this event on 28 July. As previously, Mike
Jordan, Roy Nicholls, and Lyle Cathcart spent most of the Friday
setting out the car parks which is a “must” if the maximum number
of parking spaces is to be achieved.

The weather up to the event had not been too promising and this
was reflected in pre event ticket sales but this was rectified by the
number of spectators who turned up and purchased tickets on the
day.

The rains did keep off for most of the programme and our Club
members who turned out to support this event did an excellent job
and kept the traffic moving. In recognition of the Club’s efforts Ja-
mie hosted a thank you evening at the Aerodrome on Saturday 22
September.

We would like to record our thanks to the following members for
their help to make this event a success :

John Ashwell. Paul Bernyl-Ryan. Tim Cathcart. Karen Cham-
bers. Jenny Fuller. Andy Gibson. Bruce and Caroline Jenkins.
Liz Jordan. Ken Kimber. Carol, Gavin and Ray Lane. Tim and
Janet Mewett. Emma and Richard Olsen. Angela, Russell and
Toby Phipps. Brian and Robert Sharpe. Lee Townsend. Dennis
Usmar. Keith Ward.

Next year it is proposed the event will be a 2 day programme on 23
and 24 August 2008 - put it in your diary NOW.

MJ/RN/LC

16



17



18



19



20



21



2nd Prodrive Visit 30th July

It took a long time, over a year to get a place on the Prodrive visit
list. | was disappointed then when my contact Jackie Irwin told me
the date she had allocated to us. It was the day before | was due to
go on holiday. She had explained that they only do tours on
Wednesday’s starting at 5 O’clock so places were limited. When |
explained my disappointment she immediately came back with an
additional date of Monday the 30th July. | was confused until she
explained she was able to fit us in due to another commitment be-
ing cancelled, this opportunity therefore was accepted without hesi-
tation although it was Monday. Not the best day of the week.

It came to pass then that 14
members and friends gathered
at Whatmans car park in Maid-
stone to board the coach for
Banbury. One of our number
was Rose Carr the owner of
the coach company who had
been told by her driver who
drove the coach the for the first
visit that the tour was so inter-
egtlng that she asked to come LeMans Winning Aston
with us.

After an uneventful trip up the motorway quite a feat in itself and a
stop to water the horses we arrived at Prodrive at the appointed
time where Jackie Irwin welcomed us in their small museum.
Jackie invited us to examine/sit in, the cars that surrounded us but
explained that Prodrive had suffered some the flooding problems in
the previous week the factory being in the flood plain of the River
Cherwell. This had given rise to two additional cars being in the
museum that were not normally there. One was a dark blue Aston
Martin DB5 Superlegger and the other was a pre war Frazer Nash.

These it was explained belong to the Boss and his wife. Touching
these could lead to the death penalty, for visitors anyway! Jackie

22



then introduced us to Ben Sayer who was to conduct us on the fac-
tory tour.

After the video presentation that was drowned out at one time by
the noise of a helicopter landing, we embarked on the factory tour.
Ouir first stop was the wiring shop that to me was the most amazing
part of the tour. | expected to see bodywork, mechanical and gen-
eral greasy bits, but would never have believed the detail that goes
in to the manufacture of the all important wiring looms in modern
high-tech competition cars. We were shown the full size CAD draw-
ings laid out on boards, which the technicians use a template to
build up the looms. What was also interesting was that all the wires
used are the same colour. Identification is initially by a number on a
sticky label until the wire is assigned to its correct pin in its con-
necting plug. The looms are then finally shrunk wrapped in a pro-
tective sleeve ready for installing in the vehicles.

We then moved on through the gearbox, engine and fabrication
shops and were shown the machine shop that produces the most
complicated looking compo-

nents from solid blocks of

steel or aircraft grade alloy.

At this point we nearly lost

some of number who got into

an in-depth conversation with

one of the technicians. Look

out for some special mods to

Subaru’s competing in club

events?

In the Aston Martin workshop

we were treat to a number of Wiring harnesses installed in a Subaru
cars in part built or completed

stage. In the shop the LeMans winning car has pride of place and
we were allowed to examine this and the many part build cars in
every detail. The surprise here was that as the Astons are built en-
tirely from alloy, apart from the roof skin which is steel, and they
are glued together rather than riveted or welded.
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We then moved on to the bodyshop where various Subaru shells
were being put back to there correct shape after being subjected to
the driving skills of unspecified rally drivers. Parts of the shells
looked very rusty but it was explained that they are painted
stripped by immersion in an acid bath prior to welding and final
painting. The last stop on the tour was the assembly shop for the
Subaru rally cars. Here the covers were lifted off three WRC cars
that were being prepared for Rally Germany, on for each of the
works drivers. It was explained that two cars were prepared for
each driver for each event, with cars being recycled after events.
This is a big commitment from Subaru and a lot of work for
Prodrive. At this point we were rejoined by Jackie Irwin and reluc-
tantly told it was time to go home as it was getting dark outside.

Upon returning to the museum building Ben Seyer and Jackie were
thanked for providing us with a very interesting evening and Ben
particularly for his patients in answering our questions and his
knowledge of what goes on within Prodrive. Jackie also explained
that the helicopter which we were now hear taking off was “The
Boss” who had been negotiating a deal for his F1 aspirations.

We returned to Maidstone much wiser, and looking at Lawrence
Parsons asleep on the coach, worn out. After a quick stop at the
M40 services, we had the only hiccup of the trip. When we arrived
back at Whatmans at midnight, the gate was shut and there was no
watchman to be seen, until some

one had the bright idea of ringing

the telephone number that was dis-

played on a small notice on the

gate. This brought a bleary eyed

watchman who kindly let us in to

collect our cars. Mobile phones do

have their uses!

BJ
Jackie Irwin, complete with

matching Prodrive jewellery!

24



25



26



27



28



Membership Application Form 2007
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