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Editorial 
One of the advantages of being editor is that I can use 
this page for my own personal thoughts and opinions’ 
confident in the knowledge that unless I go really over-

board no one is going to depose me as no one else wants the job. 
 
So this editorial is a very personal account. 
 
Sadly on the 1st December 2007 Tony Fall died 

 
He was in Tanzania, assisting the organis-
ers of the East African Safari Classic Rally, 
when he was taken ill. He died in his sleep 
of a suspected heart attack. 
 
Richard Anthony Fall was born in Bradford. 
After leaving school, he became a car 
salesman, in his spare time driving a Mini as 
a club rally driver. 
 
In a recent interview, he told how he started 
in the sport: "I got a job at Appleyards at 

Bradford" – an Appleyard won many rallies in Jaguars – "and I wanted to 
go rallying, but they wouldn't let me use my company car. 
 
"Then Marcus Chambers, who was previously competitions manager at 
BMC, joined us as service manager and said I could use the demonstra-
tor Mini Cooper." 
 
It was 1963 and young Fall soon made a name for himself on local road 
rallies against stiff competition with his first navigator, David Fawcett. 
Chasing the Morris Minor of rally legend of the day, Pat Moss, over the 
Yorkshire Moors was all part of the job in those days, he said. 
 
Tony won the Yorkshire Rally twice, then came the call every amateur 
driver of the day dreamt about. BMC's Stuart Turner was well known for 
his blunt approach.  
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"Stuart called and said, You will do the Alpine Rally. We will give you 
£250. You will take Mike Wood as your co-driver. We'll enter the car, on 
the condition we don't hear from you, speak to you or get pestered by 
you before we see you in Marseilles for the start," Tony recalled. 
 
He was co-opted into the works team alongside Paddy Hopkirk, Timo 
Makinen and Rauno Aaltonen. His first major international victory in the 
Mini was the 1966 Circuit of Ireland, co-driven by Henry Liddon. 
 
Tony rallied with BMC for three seasons, a period in which he competed 
in the original London-Sydney Marathon, finishing 23rd in a Morris 1800. 
He then joined the Lancia team with whom, in 1969, he achieved his 
highest-ever finish – he was third – in the RAC Rally of Great Britain.  
 
He joined Datsun for three seasons, achieving many high placings in 
world rallies, at the same time driving for other factory teams, including 
BMW, Porsche and VW. 
 
Tony tackled the World Cup Rally from London to Mexico in 1970 with a 
celebrity co-driver – footballer Jimmy Greaves – and they finished sixth.  
 
 A long association with General Motors commenced in 1974, when he 
established Dealer Opel Team (DOT) at Tonge Park, Castleford, employ-
ing talented drivers such as Ari Vatanen and Tony Pond. 
 
Success in the UK with DOT led to his appointment as director of motor 
sport for General Motors Euro Sport, based in Russelsheim, Germany, in 
1978.  
 
Under his direction, Walter Rohrl became World Rally Champion in 1982, 
and – in the latter 
part of the decade – Tony introduced the Opel-Vauxhall Lotus formula for 
single-seat racing cars, which launched the careers of many Grand Prix 
stars, including Mika Hakkinen and David Coulthard. 
 
Tony Fall returned to the UK in 1990, initially as manager, then owner of 
the motor sport safety equipment manufacturer, Safety Devices, famous 
for the production of roll-over cages. He was managing director at the 
time of his death. 
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In recent years he drove a replica of his original Datsun in historic rallies 
with Yvonne Mehta, and was in Africa on "holiday", helping with the or-
ganisation of an event he loved, and which had been the scene of many 
of his triumphs. 
 
I well remember as spotty slim youth standing seeing Tony in service in 
70’s in far flung places such as Mid Wales  or Carlisle from behind a bar-
rier. Leap forward over 20 years and I was introduced to Tony and 
Yvonne Mehta when I was co-driving for Roy Edwards once and we were 
sharing service together. Tony asked me why I was co driving for Roy, I 
explained he was going through the alphabet and after me it was a pole 
called Zabawosky. 
 
Two days later a fax arrived at home on FIA letter head (Yvonne’s hus-
band the late Shekta Mehta was president of the FIA Rally Council) 
“Zabawosky has heard of Roy and say’s no so you’re stuck with him” 
 
Some months later wandering through the halls of the Autosport show I 
get a slap on the back and a “how are you young man” It was Tony drag-
ging people into the bar on the Safety Devices stand. 
 
This was someone who I paid money to see and he knows my name. 
Over the years I was lucky compete against Tony in HRCR events and 
prop the odd bar up with him, still slightly in awe of the fact that he knew 
who I was. 
 
I would sit listening to Tony and his contemporaries recounting stories of 
how they did something to someone with something. I am desperately 
racking my brains for just one account that I could repeat here but sadly 
they all require far too much censorship. 
 
My last memory of Tony was at Jeff Williamson’s 60th birthday party in 
August last year when we were both trying to talk a very drunk Jeff out of 
doing something, quite what I can’t remember. 
 
The wonderful thing about this sport we all love is the people you meet 
along the way. 
 
GW 
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Theft of Trailer 
 
Stolen on the 10th January in Maidstone. a Brian James Minno 4 
wheeled Transporter nearly new. It had a folding tow bar to reduce the 
storage length.  
 
If anybody hears or is offered a trailer of this description could they 
please phone me on 01622764430 
 
Dennis Usmar 

Visit to Beaufort Restorations 
Lyle Cathcart has arranged a visit to Beafort Restorations, Bexon Lane 
Bredgar on the 28th Feb. 
 
Start  7.30 
 
Refreshments provided 
 
Come and see cars older than Lyle  !!!!!!! 
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News 

MSA issues behaviour warning to  motor sport  
 
The Motor Sports Association, governing body of UK motor sport, has is-
sued a stern warning to everyone involved in the sport, that unacceptable 
behaviour will not be tolerated at any level or in any situation. 
  
A recent judgement in the Royal Courts of Justice following an incident at 
Warden Law kart circuit clearly upheld the rights of landowners reasonably 
to ban persons from their premises for reasons of unacceptable behaviour. 
This applies equally to both competitors and non-competitors, irrespective 
of the status of the activity taking place at the time. 
  
The MSA wholly supports this judgement and wishes to make it clear to the 
entire motor sport community that personal misbehaviour both on and off 
the track will not be tolerated. 
  
Colin Hilton, Chief Executive of the Motor Sports Association said: 
"Three years ago, we introduced regulations to ensure that parents or 
guardians of young drivers under 18 years of age had to 'sign on' at each 
event, to create a 'contract' between them and the authorities and enabling 
disciplinary proceedings to be brought if necessary. The measure has been 
very successful, significantly reducing the number of these offences seen 
at events involving young drivers. 
  
"There has, however, been a sharp rise in the number of cases of violence 
or threatened violence of serious abuse in recent years and we absolutely 
have to stamp it out. We fully support landowners and venue operators who 
ban people for unacceptable behaviour. MSA officials dealing with unac-
ceptable behaviour both on and off the track have the full support of the 
MSA. The sternest possible line will be taken against competitors who are 
brought before the National Court for any reason of unacceptable behav-
iour." 
  
Dennis Carter, Chairman of the Association of Motor Racing Circuit Owners 
said:  
 
"The Association applauds and will strenuously support the governing body 
and any individual circuit owner in taking appropriate action to stamp out 
any form of violent behaviour from within motor sport." 
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Memory Lane  

Apparently this is Trobe and Chitty  - Lyle  Cathca rt 
can remember servicing on this car on the RAC and 
Scottish Rallies — but when was that? 
 
Anyone got any memories? 
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2008 Championship Calendar (Provisional) 
 

17th February  Southern Autos  Falcon 
  Milton Keynes 
9th  March  Golden Springs  Woolbridge 

 Blandford Forum 
14th September   Mercury   Eastbourne 

 Heathfield 
12th October  Brickhill   Falcon 

  Milton Keynes 
9th November  Guy Fawkes  Falcon  

 Dunstable 
17th November  Hungry Hill          Farnborough & District

 Aldershot 

 
2008 Championship Registration fee:  £5.00 (18 & under 

FOC) 
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A DAY AT THE RACES 
 
Having enjoyed our holiday in Australia an New Zealand two years ago we decided to 
make a return trip and I was in Christchurch on the weekend of the round of the National 
race championships. By more good fortune I met an enthusiast on our camp site who was 
pleased to have company on race day. Well, I couldn’t disappoint him, could I? 
 
Ruapuna Raceway is about 15km out of Christchurch and has existed for over 50 years 
and comprises a race circuit with 4 different configurations, a drag strip and a cinder 
speedway circuit for bikes and cars. There are 5 racing schools use the circuit in addition 
to corporate days and it can be used from 9am to 6pm 362 days a year with no noise re-
strictions. Apparently the council attitude to protests is the circuit was there first, if you 
don’t like the noise then don’t live here 
. 
I have not been to watch live motor racing for over 20 years, but came away having had 
a really enjoyable day. The first pleasant surprise was to pay the equivalent of £13 entry, 
a figure which Graham, my companion for the day regarded as extortionate as he had 
paid £16 for a 3 day pass. The full colour A4 programme was a further £1.80! No won-
der they had a massive crowd relative to the population 
. 
The next surprise was the organisation. Between 9.30 and 4pm they ran 11 races com-
prising 125 racing laps of a 3.6km circuit plus two parade laps for each race and two 10 
minute “open sessions” before the V8 saloon races. And they had a 45 minute lunch 
break! Continuous action, with the safety car joining the circuit immediately the last car 
crossed the line and the pace car heading the field for the next race about 500 metres 
behind. They had the benefit of being able to see the whole of the circuit and could re-
cover stranded cars safely and easily. They had powerful, fast quad bikes for use by fire 
marshals during the races and used these for recovery by towing where possible and 4 
axle trucks with hydraulic lifts for the cars with missing wheels etc. No recovery took 
more than 2 or 3 minutes. 
 
The National Championships were for Formula Ford NZ, Mini, Porsche GT3 and NZ 
Truth V8’s, 6 litre RWD Ford and Holden (GM) saloons plus 2 Clubman series. I was 
pleasantly surprised at the driving standard, determined but not dangerous or silly. The 
highlight of the day for me was the sound of 31 unsilenced V8’s under full acceleration 
out of the hairpin 20 metres from where I was standing. For their second race of 22 laps 
the grid was a complete reversal of the finishing order in the first race; Unfortunately the 
race was too short for the quickest car to win, but Paul Radisich orf BTCC fame in the 
90’s started last and finished about 8th. Exciting stuff! 
 
The final good news was that we were back to the camp site by 4.30 just as the bell rang 
announcing the bar was open for business. 
 
Trevor Gilks. 
12.07. 
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Autocross News  
 

What is Autocross?  
 

Autocross events are run under MSA regulations by local 
clubs and may be club, regional or national level. There 
are over 30 events proposed to run in 2008. 
The events are run on grass or other relatively level sur-
face (not tarmac or sealed surface). The circuits are up to 
1200 yards in length and designed to incorporate left and 
right hand bends, testing handling and driving skill of both 
car and competitor. 
Each run comprises of 2 or more laps from a standing 
start are timed. Two competitors usually run together, al-
though some events do allow for 4 at a time starts. 
Classes allow for most cars to compete with similar cars, 
including junior, standard, modified, rally and specials. 
Autocross is designed to be a relatively low cost clubman 
sport which can be enjoyed by any competitor over 14 
years. 
 
 

Junior Autocross Class  
 

This class was introduced in 2007 so that any competi-
tors from 14 years of age can compete. Cars are rela-
tively low cost based and are included in regional and na-
tional championships. 
An open day event, where you can try out and see cars 
prepared for this class, is proposed for 10th February 
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2008 at Langley Park Rally School. 
 
For further details on this event and for further info on this 
class contact Simon Clark 
01279 777519  
 

National Championship  
 
It is proposed to run a 6 round National Championship 
over three 2 day events, running in the North East, South 
East and South West. 
For further details contact John White 
01279 731039 
 
 

Regional Championships  
 

East Anglian Championship propose to run 7 events. 
Contact Antony Ashwell 01279 843118 
 
Home Counties Championship proposes 12 events. Con-
tact Sarah White 01279 731039 
 
North East Championship proposes 14 events. Contact 
Dave Wellden 01912 629090 
 
South West Championship proposes 14 events. Contact 
Colin Anderson 01404 41535 
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DINNER DANCE & AWARDS CEREMONY 
Friday, 25 th April 2008 

 
This year sees a change of venue for our one evening in the year where ladies 
can wear posh frocks and we men can just have fun with or without a black tie 
but no doubt a lot of us will be badgered into wearing something smart! 
 
Due to a number of reasons (mainly financial!), we’re relocating to the Ramada 
Hotel & Resort, in the Heart of Kent Suite, Maidstone – known to most of us as 
the Great Danes, Hollingbourne. Many of the bedrooms and public areas have 
been refurbished recently and we were pleasantly surprised at the overall recep-
tion that we received from the Events Team, so we’re confident that a great eve-
ning will be enjoyed by us all. 
 
Unlike Leeds Castle, there are plenty of bookable en-suite bedrooms available 
(please arrange direct with the Hotel – special rate of £45 pp based on two shar-
ing a room). This price also includes breakfast and complimentary use of the 
Seb Coe Health Club with indoor swimming pool, sauna, steam room, spa bath 
and gym – a good deal don’t you think? Not forgetting there’s free parking for up 
to 500 cars. 
 
We’ve reduced the ticket price by a whole 50p to £35.00! 
 
We’re tweaking the Evening’s Programme from last year which we hope will im-
prove your enjoyment even more; so please put the 25th April 2008 in your new 
2008 diary and email me now to reserve your tickets (graham@portico-uk.com). 
 
We had a fantastic turn out in 2007 so please help to make this an even better 
and bigger Event. 
 
Thank you in anticipation. 
 
��������
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!" �����)� �
�
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Tempest Rally 2007 
 
When I received the call from the Three Musketeers to help with the Mar-
shalling on last year’s Tempest Rally I thought that I had got it wrong 
once again. The Weather forecast for the weekend was not looking good. 
I had visions of the Rally of Kent a few years back when Tom Thompson 
John Ashwell and I had marshalled the same location in rain and high 
winds and were thankful when we were able to get home and thaw out. 
So when I set off in the dark to meet up with Lyle Cathcart, I was well 
prepared for a cold and wet day. The only hiccup in the arrangements 
was when I couldn’t find the most essential of items for a rally marshal, 
the kettle. Lyle fortunately came to the rescue after delving into the Cath-
cart “you want I’ve got it store”. This caused us to be slightly behind Roy 
Nicholls on the road having planned to meet up with him on route. 

 
We had agreed to 
marshal on Long-
moor Stage, which is 
a military range that 
straddles the A3 in 
Hampshire. After a 
spirited drive by 
Lyle, we eventually 
arrived in good time 
to sign on. What I 
didn’t know was that 
the three Musket-
eers had a trick up 
their sleeve because 
with Mike Jordan 
being laid up, they 

had called up one of their reserve Musketeers in the form of John Brock-
well. Having signed on, the four of us drove off to find our post. The sur-
face of the stage was relatively good but we all remarked on the number 
of large potholes that existed along the way. Part of the stage was a long 
very fast straight running parallel to and separated from the A3, only by 
deer fencing. As I could imagine having to disentangle competitors from 
this, I was glad not to be marshalling on this section. I also noted that 
there were flagpoles at intervals along the stage flying red flags. From my 
limited knowledge of military ranges, I new that when the flags were fly-
ing it meant danger. Danger in this case, being live ammunition. Anyway 
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the organisers obviously knew what they were doing, didn’t they? 
 
Having parked up and made camp, we set off to see what the organisers 
had in store for the competitors. The single-track bridge was approached 
uphill after a 90
 left at the end of the aforementioned long straight. It was 
also on a steep convex vertical curve that made the exit from the bridge 
unsighted. The road beyond the bridge was a long sweeping downhill 
lefthander and had another track coming in on the left. The organisers in 
their wisdom had sort to slow the competitors by adding a chicane at the 
exit of the bridge using the space provided by the junction of the two 
tracks. This was obviously marked in the road book and had a sign indi-
cating such, just before the bridge. The chicane was formed from two 
large “toilet roll” type straw bales, a number of truck tyres, some logs and 
the usual red and white tape. It all looked a bit dodg’y to us. There was 
however an Armco on the outside of the bend to stop cars going down 
the steep bank but nothing to prevent them from launching into space if 
they got wrong on the other side. When we arrived, a discussion was go-
ing between some of the course officials and the occupants of a radio 
car. The outcome seemed to be that the radio car could not receive a sig-
nal, so they packed their bags and departed to we know not where. This 
left the four of us to man two posts some quarter of a mile apart. We de-
cided to split our resources and have two of us at each end with commu-
nication by mobile phone if needed. Another radio car turned up and po-
sitioned itself at the first 90
 left, so Lyle and John made contact with the 
operator and took up their positions ready for the action. At the chicane 
end Roy and I tried various locations to see where we would be out of the 
way and Roy sensibly found that a position behind the Armco was also 
up wind of the dust that the cars would throw up. 
 
The Rally was divided into two classes, four wheel drive and two wheel 
drive. Looking at the running order the four wheel drives were due to ar-
rive first. Following a car numbered 0, the first car to arrive was the Su-
baru Impreza of Will Nicholls and Nick Broom. This and the following 
front running cars arrived over the bridge to be confronted by the bales, 
promptly locked up and just managed to get through the chicane. In do-
ing so they sent tyres and logs flying in various directions, but fortunately 
not ours. This went on until the Melis Charalambous/Andrew Roughead 
Skoda Octavia came flat out over the bridge saw the bales, was unable 
to jink left through the chicane, hand braked 90
 and slammed in to the 
two Bales. The bales as if in slow motion, took off down the hill neatly 
removing any sign of a chicane. The next few cars were able to pass 
through unhindered but confused by the lack any chicane. Roy managed 
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some how to return one of the bales to its original location while I sum-
moned help from the other side of the bridge. Roy and John rebuilt the 
chicane while I tried to prevent the two of them being carried off as mas-
cot’s on the bonnets of the WRC cars approaching at high speed. The 
chicane was then further rebuilt between cars to a new and much safer 
“Nicholls” design, that slowed competitors without requiring a major re-
build after each car. This worked well until at the end of the field we had 
six white Land Rover Wolf XD’s, what ever they are, entered by the 
BAFMA. They were according to their sign writing entered by different 
sections of the military. Anyway one of the last Land Rovers through 
managed to clip the outer bale and start it unravelling. Obviously his day 
job was a tank driver? 
 
After the last four wheel drive car had passed we were not to sure what 
was happening, as there was no sign of a closing car. Suddenly three 
four wheel drive pickups arrived and parked up in the area where the 
competing cars could launch themselves if they got it wrong. When we 
asked the occupants what they were doing they said they had been mar-
shalling on a post further round the stage and had been moved to this 
location by the organisers as the military had said they were located in a 
dangerous location adjacent to a firing range. My hunch about the red 
flags was obviously right!!  Anyway after we pointed out that there current 
location put them in another danger this time from competing cars, they 
moved their vehicles to a more sensible location down wind of the dust! 
 
 After a break the two wheel cars passed through without too much 
drama with quite an assortment of different cars ranging from a Citroen 
C2 through to a Hillman Avenger. Quite a mixed bag, but good to see 
after the virtual two make sameness of four wheel drive cars. 
 
Following the passing of a closing car and an assortment of other vehi-
cles who made no attempt to communicate, we came to the conclusion 
that it was time for us to have something to eat. Despite the dire warn-
ings of wind and rain and some rather black clouds passing by during the 
morning, the sun came out and we were able to sit and enjoy our lunch in 
the autumn sunshine. One thing is for shore when there’s a Cathcart’s 
involved, you will never go hungry. So after I had sat for ten minutes 
complaining about Lyles gas stove being useless and him pointing out 
that they work far better if you have a gas canister with gas in it, I man-
aged to incinerate enough food to keep us all going for the afternoon ses-
sion. 
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For the afternoon we decided to change ends and let Lyle and John have 
the excitement of retrieving the bales after the cars had played skittles 
with them. The cars were to run in opposite order form the morning, with 
the two wheel drive cars running first. As with the morning session the 
two wheel drive cars coped well with the chicane but our friends in the 
military Land Rovers continued their trick of demolishing anything that lay 
in their path. Being mid November it started to get dark in late afternoon, 
by which time the bales had been reduced to a pile of straw.  
 
On the other hand the only excitement had by Roy and I was to retrieve 
the course markers on the inside of our 90º left where again the four 
wheel drive cars had taken a dislike to posts with red and white tape on 
them. By the time the last car had passed or we assumed so from the 
numbers, as there was again no closing car, it was completely dark. We 
collected up all the equipment apart from the straw and placed it in the 
customary pile for the organisers to collect and started to make our way 
out of the stage.  
 
After about half a mile at another 90º left we came across a group of mar-
shal who were not keen on us progressing further round the stage as 
they had not seen the closing car. One of the group then gave us direc-
tions to the camp exit via a route that was not part of the Special Stage. 
As there seemed no point in hanging around any longer we said goodbye 
to Roy and John, followed the directions we had been given, waved to 
the man on the camp exit barrier and left for home. 
 
Looking at the results published on the Website following the event there 
were a considerable number of retirements in the four wheel drive class. 
Many of these were from mechanical failures and some from not being 
able to keep it on the road, with the class being eventually won by Will 
Nicholls and Nick Broom in a Subaru Impretza WRC. The two wheel 
drive class was won by Stephen Richards and Ian Withecombe in a 2 
litre Ford Escort.  
 
Our local hero’s James Muir and Hugh Holderway came 21st in their 1300 
Peugeot 205 Rallye. James has got to be good for Rally Driver of the 
Year unless anybody has done better? 
 
Dan Ger 
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Bryan Lewis PCT 
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Aeon Sportscars Rolling 
Road Visit 
 
 

On a sunny Saturday Aeon Sportscars threw open their rolling road 
to M&MKMC members to come and play. John Regan who has set 
up this rather special EBay purchase, yes that’s where they found it 
– in the USA as well has written his own software to read the data 
so now what was lacking was a few cars to try it out. 

 
It appears the BHP calibration is wrong, giving very low figures 
against cars that have known outputs, but the graphs and other 
data have proved interesting. 
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With a mixture of 
cars, both ancient 
and modern from the 
Lane’s Mini, to As-
tra’s Escorts MGB’s 
and a Peugeot vari-
ous configurations 
were tried. 
 
Fortunately nothing 
went bang on the 
day and for those 

who attended, if you haven’t received your graph please send me 
an email and I will attach it  

 
GW 
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Seymour 
Advert 
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Coxheath 
4x4 


